
MRTS 4475: DIGITAL MEDIA & SOCIETY 
Department of Media Arts 
University of North Texas 

 

DR. JACQUELINE VICKERY 
jacqueline.vickery@unt.edu 
Office: RTFP 237 
Office Hours: Tues. 3:30-4:45; Wed. 2:00-3:15; by appointment 
Class meets: Wed. 11:00-1:50 in RTFP 282 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

We will spend this semester thinking deeply and critically about the relationship between digital media 

and social change. Through consideration and application of theories, empirical research, and case 

studies we will: a) interrogate the affordances, limitations, and consequences of digital technologies and 

practices; b) seek to identify who/what benefits from digital cultures and at what costs; c) address what 

populations, values, or industries are harmed or disrupted by digital technologies and practices; and d) 

examine potential interventions and regulations for creating safer, equitable, inclusive, and more just 

digital cultures. These issues are complex and require us to consider the different ways individuals, 

populations, industries, sectors, and values are affected by and influence digital technologies and 

practices. The goal is for you to gain a theoretical foundation, language, and research-based evidence to 

critically analyze the role of digital media in contemporary society.  

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 Understand and articulate the historical and critical context of contemporary digital media 

developments and practices  

 Engage in respectful and informed theoretical debates and evidence-based conversations about 

contemporary media cultures  

 Master critical writing skills, argumentation, and the use of appropriate and compelling 

multimedia evidence  

 Design an evidence-based and persuasive argument that articulates a particular viewpoint and 

appropriately and effectively engages with a public debate about digital technologies and 

practices 

 

IMPORTANT DATES

February 19 – Exam #1 
March 27 – Project Declaration Due 

April 1 – Exam #2 
April 17 – Draft of Video Essay Script Due 

 

 
May 1 – OPTIONAL Final Exam 

May 4 – Video Essay Project & Presentation Due 
Weekly – Exercises and Reading Quizzes 

mailto:jacqueline.vickery@unt.edu


Quick Guide to Assignments & Evaluation 

 2 Exams, 200 points each = 400 points  

 10 Reading Quizzes, 15 points each = 

150 points  

 Participation & 11 Exercises = 150 

points  

 Group Video Essay Project = 300 points 

Total = 1000 points 

A = 900-1000; B = 800-899; C = 700-799; D = 600-699; F = 599 or fewer 

 

Required Materials 

- Digital Media and Society by Simon Lindgren (paperback or Kindle) 

- All other readings are on Canvas or online as indicated 

- Films can be accessed online, in the Media Library, or at an optional screening as indicated 

 

Tentative Weekly Topics & Schedule (subject to change with appropriate notification) 

 

IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS, DUE DATES, 
EXERCISES, & SCREENINGS 

OUT-OF-CLASS READINGS, SCREENINGS, & 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES 

 

Week 1: January 15 
Introductions 
 

 

In-Class Screening: Black Mirror, ep. “Nosedive”  

 

Part 1: Theoretical Frameworks  

Week 2: January 22 
Are we really living in a digital society? 

Key concepts: digital media, digital society, social 
institutions, post-industrial society, structure, 
agency, information society, media ecology , 
remediation 
 

Exercise 1: Digital Wellbeing     Read:  
1. Chapter 1: Digital Society - Lindgren 
2. There’s no proof Android and iOS 

wellbeing tools reduce screen time – 
Wired  

 

 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/digital-wellbeing-android-ios-facebook-instagram
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/digital-wellbeing-android-ios-facebook-instagram


Week 3: January 29 
If it’s not online, did it even really happen?: 
Social Media & Network Society   

Key concepts: social media, social networks, 
network society, networked individualism, 
communities, social interaction 

Exercise 2: Data profile      
 
 

Read:  
1. Chapter 2: Social Media – Lindgren 
2. Facebook and Data Privacy in the Age of 

Cambridge Analytica – Iga Kozlowska 
 

 

 

Week 4: February 5 
The internet has changed everything (I think?): 
Digital Media & Social Change      

Key concepts: technological determinism, social 
shaping of technology, affordances, surveillance 
capitalism, algorithmic filtering, big data   
 

Exercise 3: Tech determinism and social shaping  Read:  
1. Chapter 3: Cyber Debates - Lindgren 
2. 36 Ways the Web Has Changed Us - 

WaPo 
3. The Internet Changes Nothing – History 

News Network 
 

 

 

Week 5: February 12 
Everybody knows that’s not what their life is 
really like”: Identity and Self-Presentation  

Key concepts:  disembodiment, anonymity, 
hypersocial interaction, disinhibition, 
asynchronous communication, presentation of 
self, digital footprints, imagined communities   
 

Exercise 4: Mediated identity     Read: Chapter 4: Interaction and Identity   
 
Watch: S1E1 of The Circle (2020) on Netflix on 
your own (note: this is the US reality TV series, 
not the 2017 film) or attend an optional 
screening @ 4:45 on Feb. 11, room TBD  
 

 

 

Week 6: February 19  
Online Exam  

 

No class  Due: Exam #1 on Canvas by Feb. 19 @ 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

https://jsis.washington.edu/news/facebook-data-privacy-age-cambridge-analytica/
https://jsis.washington.edu/news/facebook-data-privacy-age-cambridge-analytica/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/arts-and-entertainment/wp/2014/03/12/36-ways-the-web-has-changed-us/
https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/133910


Part 2: Topics of Debate  

Week 7: February 26  
Because Internet: Visuality, Visibility, and 
Vernacular   

Key concepts: selfies, internet slang, visual turn, 
postmodernity, performativity, affinity spaces, 
media panics 
 

Exercise 5: Selfies  Read  
1. Chapter 6: Digital Visuality and Visibility – 

Lindgren  
2. Are selfies empowering for women? – 

The Guardian 
 

 

Week 8: March 4 
From LOLcatz to Incels: Viral Media, Trolls, and 
Extremism    

Key concepts: stickiness and viral media, memes, 
hate speech, trolls, affective turn, extremism, 
enclaves, filter bubbles, literacy  
 

Exercise 6: Memes  Read:  
1. Chapter 7: Feeling Digital – Lindgren  
2. Swallowing the Red Pill: A Journey to the 

Heart of Modern Misogyny – The 
Guardian   

 

 

Week 9 : March 11 
SPRING BREAK  
 

 

No class Have a safe and fun spring break!  
 

 

Week 10: March 18 
From A/S/L to DTF: Relationships, Dating, and 
Sex 

Key  concepts: liquid love, gamification, intimacy, 
plastic sexuality, technology of the self, self-
commodification   

Exercise 7:  Relationships   Read: Liquid Love? Dating apps, sex, relationships 
and the digital transformation of intimacy  - 
Hobbs, Owen, and Gerber 
 
Watch: Swiped: Hooking Up in the Digital Age 
(2018) on HBO (and elsewhere) or attend an 
optional screening Tues. March 17 @ 4:45, 
location TBD 
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/feb/04/are-selfies-empowering-for-women
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/apr/14/the-red-pill-reddit-modern-misogyny-manosphere-men
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/apr/14/the-red-pill-reddit-modern-misogyny-manosphere-men


Week 11: March 25  
Doing it for the Likes: Influencers and Labor   

Key concepts: surveillance capitalism, 
microcelebrities, playbor, aspirational labor, 
tribalism, data commodity, identity tourism, 
cybertyping, power law 
 

Exercise 8: Influencers  Read Chapter 9: Digital Power and Exploitation  
 
Watch: The American Meme (2018) on your own 
or optional screening March 24 @ 4:45, location 
TBD 
 
Due: Project Declaration on Canvas by Friday, 
March 27 @ 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Week 12: April 1 
Online exam  

 

No class  Due: Exam #2 on Canvas by April 1 @ 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Week 13: April 8 
Is Big Brother Really Watching?: Privacy and 
Surveillance   

Key concepts: panopticon, intimate surveillance, 
dataveillance, social privacy, lateral surveillance, 
contextual integrity  

Exercise 9: Surveillance  Read:  
1. “Everyone is Watching: Privacy and 

Surveillance in Digital Life” – Vincent 
Miller 

2. “Instagram, Facebook, and the Perils of 
Sharenting” – Hua Hsu 

 

 

Week 14: April 15 
From School Walkouts to School Strikes: Youth 
and Digital Activism    

Key concepts: disruptive spaces, personal action 
frames, connective action, tactical median 
networked social movements 
 

Exercise 10: Hashtags  Read Chapter 10: Digital Activism 
 
Watch: TBD 
 
Due: Script & Storyboard Draft by Friday, April 
17 @ 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/instagram-facebook-and-the-perils-of-sharenting
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/instagram-facebook-and-the-perils-of-sharenting


Week 15: April 22 
Have We Created a Dumpster Fire? 
Environmental and Social Sustainability in a 
Digitally Connected World     

Key concepts: sustainability, intervention, 
regulation, social change, digital transformation  

Exercise 11: Energy consumption  
 
In-class work day: Each group will meet with Dr. 
Vickery to discuss their scripts (bring a draft with 
you to workshop in class)   

Read Chapter 17: A Theory of Digital Media and 
Social Change 
 
 

 

 

Week 16: April 29 
Group Work Day   
 

 

Work with your group on your video essays and 
presentations  

Due: Optional Final Exam on Canvas by Friday, 
May 1 @ 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

FINALS WEEK: May 4 
  

Note: Our final is scheduled for MONDAY of 
finals week 
 

In-Class Presentations & Peer-Evals, 10:30-12:30 Due: Videos and Reflections on Canvas by May 4 
@ 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ASSIGNMENTS  

Reading Quizzes (15 points each x 10 = 150 points total) 

There will be an open-book/open-note reading quiz at the beginning of each class. You will have 5-7 

minutes to complete the quiz. We will immediately go over the answers in class together. There are no 

make-up opportunities for missed quizzes; if you are late or absent you will receive a “0” on the quiz.  

There are 11 quizzes worth up to 15 points each, for a total of 165 possible points. Cumulatively, quizzes 

are only worth 150 points of your total grade. This means you can miss a quiz without penalty (10 

quizzes x 15 points each = 150 points). This also means you can earn up to 15 points extra credit if you 

take all 11 quizzes. Your quiz grade will be determined by the accumulation of points from all 11 quizzes.  

Exams (200 points each = 400 points total) 

There will be two required take-home exams that will be completed and submitted on Canvas. They will 

be a combination of argumentative/expository essays and short answers/multiple choice questions.  

There is an optional final exam worth 150 points. If you choose to take the final exam, the grade will 

automatically REPLACE your quiz grade (i.e. I will not take the higher of the two grades).  

Exercises (part of 150 participation points) 

Each week you will complete an out-of-class exercise based on the weekly readings, screening, or topic. 

These must be submitted on Canvas before the beginning of each class period; if they are submitted 

after 11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays they will be counted as late. We will use the exercises as a basis for in-

class discussions and activities. Exercises are assessed as: Excellent (A), Good (B), Satisfactory (C), 

Unsatisfactory (D), or Incomplete (F) and count toward your overall participation grade.  

Video Essay Final Project (300 points) 

In groups of 4-5 students, you will use the genre of the video essay to analyze a debate about 

contemporary digital culture and practices. Like written essays, video essays contain an introduction, 

argument, supporting evidence, and conclusion, but they also incorporate audiovisual materials to 

explore your topic and support your analysis.   

The goal of the project is for your group to use evidence in the form of close analysis of scholarly texts 

and popular culture to support an argument about contemporary digital culture.  

The project includes: 

1. Topic declaration (15 points) 

2. Script & storyboard draft (25 points) 

3. Video essay (175 points) 

4. In-class presentation (40 points) 

5. Personal reflection (45 points) 

6. Peer-evaluations (complete/incomplete)  

Specific requirements, parameters, topic guidelines, and rubrics for each component will be provided 

later in the course.  



This is not a production course, therefore you are not being evaluated on your production skills (the 

assignment can actually be completed in PowerPoint if you choose). However, the editing and 

juxtaposition of sound, visuals, voice, and text create complex patterns of meaning and association that 

should come together to enhance your argument and analysis.  

 

 

POLICIES 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

All students are expected and required to abide by the UNT Student Code of Conduct “to foster a safe 

environment conducive to learning and development. Students and university student groups are 

expected to conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect for the rights and property of 

others and upholds the integrity of the university community….[The code ensures] the well-being, honor 

and dignity of all who live, learn and work in our educational community.” Full policy: 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012. 

 

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION 

Attendance: Everyone is granted one “free” absence during the semester. If you need a mental or 

physical health day, take it. Each additional absence results in a loss of 10 points from your grade. If you 

experience extenuating circumstances affecting attendance talk to me ASAP. University-approved 

excused absences require appropriate documentation in advance. 

 

Participation: You will earn participation points in two ways: 1) by successfully completing weekly 

exercises prior to class (usually submitted on Canvas) and 2) by contributing to course discussions and 

activities (e.g. in-class group work, often based on the at-home exercises).  

You will lose participation points for arriving late or leaving early (this includes sleeping in class; if you 

are falling asleep in class feel free to stand up in the back of the room to wake yourself up).   

During group or class discussions, you are expected to positively contribute by adding value to scholarly 

conversations. You are being evaluated on the quality of your participation, not merely the quantity 

of participation. It is very easy to veer off into light chat about digital media; this is not considered 

meaningful participation. Excellent participation refers to the key points in the readings in a meaningful 

way, engages respectfully and analytically with what your peers and what the professor says, and 

evidences insight into the topics discussed. The ability to make connections between readings and build 

on earlier concepts will be heavily weighted. To create opportunities for the entire class to speak, there 

may be times I do not call on you or I redirect tangents toward more productive conversations.  

Respect: At times, our conversations may make you feel uncomfortable; this is an anticipated part of 

the growth and learning process. At all times, you are expected to treat each other and the instructor 

with respect. You are encouraged to challenge ideas, but I will not tolerate speech or behaviors that 

attack an individual or their community (including those based on group identities such as gender, 

ethnicity, religion, sexuality, and so forth). Show respect by making eye contact with your peers while 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012


they are speaking (and the instructor) unless you are actively taking notes, referring to the readings, or 

using your mobile device to locate information relevant to our discussion. In return, your peers will do 

you the favor of engaging with you while you speak. We all have the right to feel safe, respected, and 

welcomed in this classroom. Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated.   

Technology: I have a “Bring Your Own Device” policy for this class.  I encourage you to bring your laptop 

or mobile device to class as we will occasionally use them for in-class assignments and they can aid our 

discussions. Technology can and should enhance the learning environment, thus I trust that you will only 

use it responsibly in my class. If you are not using it responsibly or you are causing a distraction then 

both I and your peers reserve the right to ask you to put it away.  

EMAIL & COMMUNICATION 

At times I will use Canvas to communicate with you about the course (e.g. changes to the readings or 

deadlines etc.); you are responsible for checking your UNT email account regularly for course 

notifications.  

I typically do not respond to non-emergency email on weekends or after 8:00 p.m. You are of course 

welcome to email me at these times, but expect a reply the next day. I do not respond to email 

questions that you can find the answer to via other resources I have provided for you (e.g. the syllabus, 

assignment sheet, Canvas, etc.). If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get notes from another 

student. Beyond simple clarification questions, I will not discuss grades via email; if you are concerned 

about your grade come talk to me during office hours or schedule an appointment.  

 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS  

All assignments are due at the BEGINNING of class unless otherwise noted on the syllabus. A late 
assignment will lose one full letter grade for each day it’s late. Assignments will not be accepted after 3 
days past the due date; you will receive an automatic zero for that assignment (e.g. if an assignment is 
due by 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, you have until 11:00 a.m. Saturday to submit it for a late grade).  
 
Reading quizzes are completed in the first 5-7 minutes of class and CANNOT be made up. If you arrive 
late to class, you may still attempt to take the quiz but no extra time will be allotted. If you miss a class 
for a university-approved reason, you will need to make arrangements with me to complete the quiz 
PRIOR to your absence.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Cheating, seriously just don’t do it! If I catch you plagiarizing or cheating on any part of any assignment – 
this includes plagiarizing from or gaining unreasonable or unauthorized assistance from websites, 
videos, music, papers, blogs, images, presentations, exams, etc. – I will report you to the Office of 
Academic Integrity and you will receive an automatic “0” on the assignment with no opportunity to 
make it up.  This could mean you fail the course, just don’t do it, it’s never worth it.  
 
It is against UNT policy to submit the same assignment for two different courses. All work completed in 
this course must be exclusively produced by you for and during this course. It is a blatant act of 
cheating for someone else to complete an assignment for you (e.g. to purchase a paper). DO NOT 
SUBMIT ANY WORK THAT IS NOT 100% YOUR OWN.  



 
If UNT determines that the cheating or plagiarism incident is not your first infraction you will 
automatically fail the course.  Please familiarize yourself with the full policy: 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 
 
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

If you will miss a work assignment or other project due to the observance of a religious holy day you will 

be given an opportunity to complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence. If you 

are going to miss an assignment, please let me know at the beginning of the semester. 

CAMPUS CARRY  

 

UNT’s policy stipulates that any person carrying a handgun on campus must hold a License to Carry 

issued by the state of Texas. The weapon must be concealed. If you see a handgun in this classroom, the 

person carrying it is in violation of state law; you should either call the police yourself and/or report 

this violation to the instructor who will contact the police. 

 

ODA NOTIFICATION  
 
Students seeking accommodation must first talk with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that 
students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each 
faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. or at 940.565.4323. 
 

EMERGENCY NOTIFICAITON & PROCEDURES  

 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of 

an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 

chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for 

contingency plans for covering course materials. 

 

SEEKING HELP 

 

If you face extenuating circumstances during the semester that adversely and unavoidably affect your 

performance and ability to complete assignments, you should discuss with me the possibility of taking 

an “Incomplete” in the course. An incomplete could allow you more time to complete the work, 

however they are determined at my discretion on a case-by-case basis.  

 

If you are facing challenges securing food or housing and believe this may affect your performance in 

this course, I urge you to contact the Dean of Students for support at deanofstudents@unt.edu or 940-

565-2648. The UNT Food Pantry is a discrete and accessible food resource for students in need. 

Currently located in Crumley Hall: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry.  

 

https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://www.unt.edu/oda.%20or%20at%20940.565.4323
mailto:deanofstudents@unt.edu
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry


If you are struggling with mental health, an abusive relationship, trauma or PTSD, or other personal 

challenges that are adversely affecting your studies, I encourage you to contact the UNT counseling 

center at 940-565-2741 or the CARE team at 940-565-4373.  

 

Denton County Friends of the Family has a 24 hour crisis hotline for anyone experiencing relationship 

violence or abuse (940-383-7273 or https://www.dcfof.org/). Cumberland Counseling & Family Services 

is a mile from campus and offers affordable/sliding scale counseling services to individuals, couples, and 

families (https://www.cpch.org/our-work-2-1-1/ or 940-382-5112). 

 

 

 
 

https://www.dcfof.org/
https://www.cpch.org/our-work-2-1-1/

